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To Bespi't. v. a. I bcfpat , or befpit ; I have befpit, or hefpitien. 
[from /pit.] To dawb with fpittle. 

B sspo'ke. {jrreg. particip . from befpcak ; which fee.] 

I o Bespc/t. v. a. [from fpot.'] To mark with fpots. 

Mildew refts on the wheat, befpotting the ftalks with a dif- 

^ ferent colour from the natural. Mortimer’s Husbandry . 

T o Bespre'ad. v. a. [from fpread.] To fpread over; to co- 
ver over. 

His nuptial bed, 

M' ith curious needles wrought, and painted flowers bejpread. 

Dryden. 

The globe is equally befpread ; fo that no place wants proper 
inhabitants. Derham's Phyfico-Theology. 

To Bespri'nkle. v. a. [from [prinkde.\ To fprinkle over : to 
fcatter over. 

He indeed, imitating the father poet, whofe life he had alfo 
written, hath bcfprinklcd his work with many fabulofities. 

Brown's Vulgar Err our s, b. i. c. 8. 

A purple flood 

Flows from the trunk, that welters in the blood : 

The bed befprinkles , and bedews the ground. Dryden. 

To Bespu'tter. v. a. [from J'putter.] ‘To fputter over fo*me- 
thing ; to dawb any thing by fputtering, or throwing out fpit- 
tle upon it. 

Best. adj. the fiperlative from good, [bev, betepa, berpv, good, 
better, belt, Saxon.] 

1. Moft good ; that which has good qualities in the higheft de- 
cree. 

And he will take your fields, even the bejl of them, and give 
them to his fervants. i Samuel, vh\. 14. 

When the bejl things are not poflible, the beft may be made 
of thofe that are. Hooker , b. v. § 9. 

When he is bejl, he is a little more than a man ; and when 
he is worft, he is a little better than a beaft. Sbakcfp. M. of Ven. 

I think it a good argument to fay, the infinitely wife God 
hath made it fo : and therefore it is bejl. But it is too much 
confidence of our own wifdom, to fay, I think it bejl, and 
therefore God hath made it fo. Locke. 

An evil intention perverts the beft adlions, and makes them 
fins. Addifon. Spectator, N° 213. 

2. The bejl. The utmoft power; the ftrongeft endeavour ; the 
moll ; the higheft perfection. 

I profefs not talking : only this, 

Let each man do his bejl. Sbakcfp. Henry IV. p. i. 

The duke did his bejl to come down. Bacon's War with Sp. 
Fie does this to the beft of his power. Locke . 

My friend, faid he, our fport is at the bejl. Addif. Ovid. 

3. To make tbe bejl. To carry to its greateft perfection ; to im- 
prove to the utmoft. 

Let there be freedom to carry their commodities where they 
may make tbe bejl of them, except there be fome fpecial caufe 
of caution i Bacon. 

His father left him an hundred drachmas ; Alnafchar, in or- 
der to make the bejl of it, laid it out in glaffes. Addifon. SpeFt. 

We fet fail, and made the bejl of our way, till we were . 
forced, by contrary winds, into St. Remo. Addifon on Italy. 

Best. adv. [from well.] In the higheft degree of goodnefs. 

He fhall dwell in that place where he fhall choofe in one of 
thy gates, where it liketh him bejl. Dcut. xxiii. 16. 

Best is fometimes ufed in compofition. 

Thefe latter bejl-be-trujl-fpies had fome of them further in- 
ftrudlions, to draw off the beft friends and fervants of Perkin, 
by making remonftrances to them, how weakly his enterprize 
and hopes were built. Bacon's Henry VII. 

By this law of loving even our enemies, the chriftian religion 
difeovers itfelf to be the moft generous and bejlnatured inftitu- 
tion that ever was in the world. Tillotfon , fermon v. 

To Besta'in. v. a. [from fain.'] To mark with ftains ; to 
fpot. 

We will not line his thin bejlained cloke 
With our pure honours. Sbakefp. King John. 

To Beste'ad. v. a. I befled-, I have bejled. [fcomjlead.] 

1. To profit. 

Hence vain deluding joys. 

The brood of folly, without father bred. 

How little you bejlead. 

Or fill the fixed mind with all your toys. Milton. 

2 . To treat ; to accommodate. 

And they fiiall pafs through it hardly bejlead, and hungry. 

Ifaiah , viii. 21. 

Be'stial. adj. [from beajt.] 

1. Belonging to a beaft, or to the clafs of bealts. 

His wild diforder’d walk, his haggard eyes,^ 

Did all the bejlial citizens furprize. Dryden s Hind and P. 

2 . Having the qualities of beafts ; brutal ; below the dignity of 

reafon or humanity ; carnal. . 

I have loft the immortal part of myfelf, and what remains is 
bejlial. Sbakefp. Otbelh. 

Moreover, urge his hateful luxury. 

And bejlial appetite, in change of luft. Sbakefp. Rich. III. 

For thofe, the race of Ifrael oft forfook 
Their living ftrength, and, unfrequented, left 
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His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
i o bejlial gods. . Miltons Parcidif Lojl, b. i . / 

1 he tilings promifed are not grofs and carnal, fuch as £ 
court and gratify the moft be/lial part of us. Decay of pS 

Bestia liity. n f. [from bejlial.] The quality of bei S; Z 
generacy from human nature. 

What can be a greater abfurdity, than to affirm beflialiu to 
be the effence of humanity, and darknefs the center of light ? 

Arbuthnot and Pope's Mart. Scrlblaus 
Be stially, arfy. [fro tn bejlial.] Brutally ; in a manner be" 
low humanity. 

T °a? E i t r CK * V ’ a ‘ P reter - 1 bejluck, I have bejluck. [from flick. 1 
1 o itick over with any thing ; to mark any thing by infixing 
points or fpots here and there. & 

Truth fhall retire; 

Befuck with fland’rous darts ; and works of faith 
Rarely be found. 

To Besti'r. v. a. [from Jlir.] 

1. To piit into vigorous aCtion. It is feldom ufed othervvife than 
with the reciprocal pronoun. 

As when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 

Rouze and be fir themf elves ere well awake. 

Bejlirs her then, and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, yields, 

She gathers. Par. Loft, b. v , 

But, as a dog that turns the fpit, 

Befirs himfclf, and plies his feet 
I o climb the wheel, but all in vain, 

Flis own weight brings him down again .Hudibras,p. ii. c. iii. 
What aileth them, that they muft needs bejlir themfelves to 
get in air, to maintain the creature’s life ? Ray on Creation. 

2 . It is ufed by Sbakefpeare with a common word. 

I am fcarce in breath, my lord. — No marvel you have fo be- 
firred your valour, you cowardly rafeal ! Sbakcfp. King Lear . 

To BES i O'W . v. a. \_befeden, Dutch.] 

1. To give ; to confer upon. 

All men would willingly have yielded him praife ; but his 
nature was fuch as to bejlovj it upon himfelf, before any could 
give it. . . Sidney. 

All the dedicate things of the houfe of the Lord did they be- 
fow upon Baalim. 2 Cbron. xxiv. 7. 

Sir Julius Caffar had, in his office, the difpofition of the fix 
darks places ; which he had befowed to fuch perfons as he 
thought fit. Clarendon. 

2. To give as charity. 

Our Saviour doth plainly witnefs, that there fhould not be 
as much as a cup of cold water befowed for his fake, without re- 
ward. Hooker , b. ii. § 8. 

And though he was unfatisfied in getting. 

Which was a fin ; yet in bef owing , madam, 

He was moft princely. Sbakefp. Henry VIII. 

Spain to your gift alone her Indies owes ; 

For what the pow’rful takes not, he befows. Dryden. 

V ou always exceed expectations : as if yours was not your 
own, but to bejlow on wanting merit. Dryden' s Fables, Ded. 

3. To give in marriage. 

Good rev’rend father, make my perfon yours ; 

And tell me how you would befow yourfelf. Sbakefp. 

I could have befowed her upon a fine gentleman, who ex- 
tremely admired her. Tatler, N° 75. 

4. To give as a prefen t. 

Pure oil and incenfe on the fire they throw. 

And fat of victims which his friends beftow. Dryden. 

5. To apply. 

The fea was not the duke of Marlborough’s element ; other- 
wife the whole force of the war would infallibly have been be- 
fowed there. Swift. 

6. To lay out upon. 

And thou fhalt befoiu that money for whatfoever thy foul 
lufteth after, for oxen, for Iheep, or for wine. Dent. xiv. 26. 

7. To lay up; to flow ; to place. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them from their 
hand, and befowed them in the houfe. 2 Kings , v. 24. 

Besto'wer. n.f [from bejloiv. ] Giver; he that confers any 
thing; difpofer. 

They all agree in making one fupreme God ; and that there 
are feveral beings that are to be worfhipped under him; fome as 
the bejlowersoi thrones, but fubordinate to the Supreme. 

BestraTght. particip. [Of this participle I have not found the 
verb ; by analogy we may derive it from befratt ; perhaps it is 
corrupted from clifr aught .] Diftra&ed ; mad; out of ones 
fenfes ; out of one’s wits. 

Afk Marian, the fat alewife, if fhe knew me not. "What. 
I am not befraught. Sbakefp. Tam. the Shrew • 

To Bestre'w. v. a. particip. paff. bef raved, or befrown. [fiom 
Jlrew.] To fprinkle over. 

So thick befrown. 

Abject and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. Par. Loft, b. 1. 

To Bestri'de. v. a. 1 bef rid ; I have bef rid, or bef ridden, [from 

Jlride .] , . 

I . To ftride over any thing ; to have any thing between one s legs. 

Why 
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Make him hefiride the ocean, and mankind 
Aft his confent, to ufe the lea and wind. kraua . 

n To ftep over, 

2 ‘ That I fee thee here, 

Thou noble thing! more dances my rapt heart, 

Than when I firft my wedded miftrefs faw 

Bef ride my threfhold. Sbakefp. Conolanus. 

0. It is often ufed of riding. < 

* Fie bef rides the lazy pacing clouds, 

And fails upon the bofom of the air. Sbakefp. Rom. clndful. 

That horfe, that thou fo often haft bef rid: 

That horfe, that I fo carefully have drefs’d. Sbakefp. R. U. 

Venetians do not more uncouthly ride, 

Than did their lubber ftate mankind bef ride. Dryden. 

The bounding fteed you pompoufly bef ride. 

Shares with his lord the pleafure and the pride. _ Pope. 

4. It is ufed fometimes of a man ftanding over fomething which 

he defends. 

He bef rid 

An o’erprefs’d Roman, and i’ th’ conful’s view 
Slew three oppofers : Tarquin’s felf he met. 

And ftruck him on his knee. Sbakefp. Conolanus. 

Let us rather 

Hold faft the mortal fword; and, like good men, 

Bef ride our downfaln birthdom. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

If thou fee me down in the battle, and bef ride me, fo ; ’tis 
a point of friendfhip. Sbakcfp. Henry IV. p. i. 

He doth bef ride a bleeding land, 

Gafping for life, under great Bolingbroke. Shak. Henry IV. 
To BesttFd. v. a. [from Jlud.] To adorn with ftuds, or Ihin- 
ing prominences. 

Th’ unfought diamonds 
Would fo emblaze the forehead of the deep, 

And fo befud with ftars, that they below 
Would grow inur’d to light. Milton. 

BET. n.f. [pebbian, to wager ; peb, a wager, Sax. from which 
the etymologifts derive bet. I fhould rather imagine it to come 
from betan, to mend, encreafe, or better, as a bet encreafes the 
original wager. ] A wager ; fomething laid to be won upon 
certain conditions. 

The hoary fool, who many days 
Has ftruggl’d with continu’d forroW 3 
Renews bis hope, and blindly lays 

The defp’rate bet upon tomorrow. Prior. 

His pride was in piquette, 

Newmarket fame, and judgment at a bet. Pope. 

To Bet. v, a. [from the noun.] To wager; to ftake at a 
wager. 

He drew a good bow : and dead ? John of Gaunt loved him 
well, and betted much upon his head. Sbakefp. Henry IV . p. ii. 
He flies the court for want of clothes, 

Cries out ’gainft cocking, fince he cannot bet. B. Johnfon , 
The god, unhappily engag’d, 

Complain’d, and figh’d, and cry’d, and fretted. 

Loft ev’ry earthly thing he betted. Prior. 

Bet. The old preterite of beat. 

He ftaid for a better hour, till the hammer had wrought and 
bet the party more pliant. Bacons Henry VII. 

To Beta'ke. v.a. preter. I betook-, part. paff. betaken, [from 
take.] 

1. To take; to feize : an obfolete fenfe. 

Then to his hands that writ he did betake , 

Which he difclofing read. Fairy FJueen, b. i. c. xii .f. 25. 

2. To have recourfe to ; with the reciprocal pronoun. 

The adverfe party betaking ttfelf to fuch practices as men em- 
brace, when they behold things brought to defperate extremi- 

tlC5 ‘ Hooker, b. iv. § 14. 

Thou tyrant ! 

Do not repen l thefe things; for they are heavier 
Than all thy woes can ftir: therefore betake thee 
To Jiotliing but defpnir. Sbakefp. Winter's Tale. 

I he relt, in imitation, to like arms 
. Betook them, and the neighb’ring hills up tore. 

' Milton's Paradife Lof , b. vi. /. 66^. 

3. I o apply ; with the reciprocal pronoun. 

With eafe fuch fond chimeras we purfue, 

As fancy frames for fancy to fubdue : 

But when ourfelves to action we betake. 

It Ihuns the mint, like gold that chymifts make. Dryden 
As my obfervations have been the light whereby I have hi- 
therto fleer d my courfe, fo I here betake myfelf to them ao- a in 

4 - To move , to remove. **" W ' 

Soft fhe withdrew ; and, like a wood nymph light. 

Oread or Dryad, or of Delia’s train, ° 

Betook her to the groves. Milton's Paradife left, b. ix. /. 2 tq. 
. I hey both betook them feveral ways ; 

To 'tT rf , ft, b. X. /. 6,0. 

to give. ' ‘ ^‘ r ° m J To bring forth j to beftow ■, 

Vol. L 
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So would I, faid th’ enchanter, glad and fain 
Bcteem to you his fword, you to defend ; 

But that this weapon’s pow’r I well have kend, ^ r „ t 

To be contrary to the work that ye intend. Fairy u- 
Belike for want of rain ; which I could well 

Beteem them from the tempeft of mine eyes. 

Sbakefp. Midfummcr Night s Dream* 

To Bethink, v. a. I bethought-, 1 have bethought, [front think.] 
To recal to reflexion ; to bring back to confideration, or re- 
colledlion. It is generally ufed with the reciprocal pronoun; 

and of before the fubj eel of thought. 

They were fooner in danger than they could almoit bethink 

themfelves of change. 

I have bethought me of another fault. Shak. MeaJ.for Ml 
I, better bethinking myjelf, and mifliking his determination; 
gave him this order. Raleigh s Effays. 

He himfelf, 

Infatiable of glory, had loft all : . • 

Yet of another plea bethought him foori. Parad. Regained \ 

The nets were laid, yet the birds could never bethink them - 
felvcs , till hamper'd, and paft recovery. L' Eftrange. 

Cherippus, then in time yourfelf bethink. 

And what your rags will yield by auclion fink. Dryden . 

A little confideration may allay his heat, and make him be- 
think himfelf, whether this attempt be worth the venture. Locke. 
BETHLEHEM, n. f. [See BEDLAM.] An hofpital for lu- 
naticks. 

Be'thlehemite. n.f [See Bedlamite.] A lunatick ; art 
inhabitant of a madhoufe. 

Betho'ught. particip. [from bethink ; which fee.] 

To Bethra'l. v. a. [from thrall .] To enflavc; to conquer 5 
to bring into fubjedtion. 

Ne let that wicked woman ’fcape away, 

For fhe it is that did my lord betkral. Sbakcfp. King John . 
To BethiBmp; v.a. [from thump.] To beat; to lay blow£ 
upon : a ludicrous word. 

I was never fo bethumpt with words. 

Since firft I call’d my brother’s father dad. Shak. King Jobd* 
To Beti'de. v. n. pret.' It betided , or betid ; part, paff. betid . 
[from tab. Sax. See Tide.] 

1. To happen to ; to befal ; to bechance ;. whether g'ood or bad. 

Said lie then to the Palmer, reverend fire. 

What great misfortune hath betid this knight ? Fairy Jfueen* 
But fay, if our deliverer up to heav’il 
Muft reafeend, what will betide the few, 

His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd, 

The enemies of truth ? Milton's Paradife Loft , b. xii'. /. 480* 

2. Sometimes it has to. 

Neither' know I, 

What is betid to Cloten ; but remain 

Perplext in all. . Sbakefp. Cymbeline « 

3. To come to pafs; to fall out; to happen. 

She, when her turn was come her tale to tell, 

T old of a ftrange adventure that betided. 

Betwixt the fox and th’ ape by him mifguided. Spenf ITubbi 
In winter’s tedious nights, fit by the fire 
With good old folks, and let them tell thee tales 
Of woful ages, long ago betid. Sbakcfp. Richard II. 

Let me hear from thee by letters, 

Of thy fuccefs in love ; and what news elfe 

^ Betideth here in abfence of thy friend. Sh. Two Gent. ofVer. 

4. To become. J 

If he were dead, what would betide of thee? Sh. Rich. III. 
Beti'me. I adv. [from by and time ; that is, by the proper 
Beti'mes. S time.] r 

1. Seafonably; early. 

Send fuccours, lords, and flop the rage betime. 

rj, Sbakefp. Henry VI. p. Yu 

i o meafute life, learn thou betimes , and know 

Toward folid good what leads the neareft way. Par. Reg . 

2. Soon; before long time has paffed. 6 

Whiles they are weak, betimes with them contend: 
r or when they once to perfect ftrength do grow. 

Strong wars they make. Fairy $ieecn, b. ii. iv. fl. 34. 
He tires betimes, that fpurs too faft betimes. Sh. Rich. H. 

1 - wj b i ; 0me haVe an over e2r] y ri P en efs in their years, 
which fadeth betimes: thefe are firft; fuch as have brittle' wits, 
the edge whereof is Toon turned. Bacon's EjTays. 

Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth ; that is 
enter upon a religious courfe betimes. Tillotfon, fermon \. 

Short is the date, alas J of modern rhvmes ; 

3- Ea^y in thedi? *° ^ **""'*** E - 'B* - Crit. 

■ He that n drinks al1 night, and is hanged betimes in the morn- 
mg, rnay deep the founder next day. dh. Meafure for Meafure 
i hey rofe betimes in the morning, and offered facrificci 

Be'tle. ) . 1 Macs. iv. 52.- 

Be'tre. 5 n -J- An Indian plant, called water pepper. Difi. 
I o Betoken, v.a. [from token.] 
l. To fignify ; to mark; to reprefent: 

e know not wherefore churches ftoald be the worft, if, at 
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